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This lively march is the regimental march past of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines.
Traditionally, marines were soldiers who served in the navy either manning the guns or as
guards, sentries or snipers during naval battles.  In Great Britain the Royal Marines also provide
bands. By the time the Royal Canadian Navy was formed, in 1910, marines weren’t needed
onboard ships but many of their old customs and traditions were retained.  This quick march,
composed by Henry Russell is one traditional march still used by sea cadet bands.  The words
are by Epes Sargent.

Lyrics A life on the ocean wave, a home on the rolling deep,
Where the scattered waters rave, and the winds their revels keep:
Like an eagle caged I pine on this dull unchanging shore;
Oh! give me the flashing brine, the spray and the tempest roar!

Once more on the deck I stand of my own swift-gliding craft,
Set sail!  Farewell to the land, the gale follows far abaft.
We shoot through the sparkling foam, like an ocean bird set free;
Like the ocean bird, our home we’ll find far out on the sea!

The land is no longer in view, the clouds have begun to frown,
But with a stout vessel and crew, we’ll say "Let the storm come down!"
And the song of our heart shall be,  while the wind and waters rave,
A life on the heaving sea, a home on the bounding wave!


