
"Never in the field of human conflict was so much

owed by so many to so few"

Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 20 August 1940

"The Battle of Britain" was considered the turning point of WWII. Germany had

laid plans to invade and conquer Great Britain, thus securing the western flank of

the German Empire. What Germany had underestimated was the ability of

Britain's air power to defend and drive off the attacks from the German air force,

the Luftwaffe. Germany failed to conquer Great Britain because of the inability of

the Luftwaffe to find a strategy for attack and stick with it as well as the poor

intelligence information which grossly over estimated Britain's loss in aircraft and

personnel. What started as a plan to conquer Great Britain and thus Germany's

control of Europe ended in what is thought to be the beginning of the end for

Germany.

Immediately after Britain's retreat from Dunkirk and the occupation of France in

May 1940, Germany started laying plans to invade Great Britain. The first phase

of the operation was to lure Britain's Air Force out for battle where the Luftwaffe

intended to destroy and eliminate any significant air defence of Great Britain. The

second phase of the plan was to cross the English Channel and invade Britain

with as many as 250,000 German soldiers in an operation named "Operation Sea

Lion". It was a grand plan but Operation Sea Lion never came to be.

Although the Luftwaffe had managed to engage numerous air strikes against

Great Britain, it never managed to inflict the widespread damage they had

planned. The strategy kept changing, never allowing the Luftwaffe to concentrate

on a single goal. The hostilities began on July 10, 1040 when Commander in

Chief of the Luftwaffe, Hermann Goering initiated airstrikes against British

shipping in the English Channel by attacking a convoy of ships. No 11 Group



quickly responded with a mixture of Spitfire and Hurricane aircraft. The British

lost three aircraft and the Luftwaffe lost four. Over the next three months, the

Luftwaffe gaged many airstrikes on both military and civilian targets. Both sides

saw heavy losses but the Luftwaffe continued to see higher losses than Britain.

The bombing of London began on the eve of August 24, 1940 when a group of

ten Luftwaffe bombers, mistakenly bombed London instead of an oil storage site

at Thameshaven. Thinking this was a direct strike on a civilian site, Britain

retaliated with bombing strikes against Berlin. On September 7th, Germany

began the intended bombing of the city of London. This time it was not a

navigational error. The bombing raids continued on London and the number of

casualties continued to rise. The battle came to a climax on September 15, 1940

when Germany launched what would be their final bombing raid on London.

Britain's Air Force responded quickly and the raiders were attacked from the

moment they hit the English coast and the clashes continued all day. At the end

of the battle, the figures showed the Luftwaffe had lost 56 aircraft and the RAF

had lost 26. Several more Luftwaffe bombers limped back to base with dead

crew members, engines ablaze or undercarriages shot away. At least 20 Me-

109's had come down in the water having run out of fuel. September 15th was

marked as Battle of Britain Day as this is the day declared as the end of the

Battle of Britain. Prime Minister Winston Churchill described the day as "the most

brilliant and fruitful of any fought upon a large scale up to that date by the fighters

of the Royal Air Service. On September 17, 1940, Hitler decided to postpone

Operation Sea Lion indefinitely.

In the years to follow, September 15 is commemorated as "Battle of Britain Day"

and is traditionally honoured in "Battle of Britain" parades across the country.

Similar in context to "Battle of the Atlantic" and Remembrance Day ceremonies, it

is a day when the lives and deaths of the men and women who sacrificed so

much in the name of freedom for our country, are remembered and celebrated.

"Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few."


